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(zahar or jali) and internal (batin or khafi) while the Qur'an
consists of the manifest revelations, the precepts and opinions of
the Prophet delivered by him from time to time are termed internal
revelations. The universally accepted principle of Islamic
jurisprudence is that the precepts and practices of the Prophets
constituting 'Sunna' or traditions have binding force law as do the
verses of Qur'an. The only question to be settled is whether a
particular tradition is genuine and authentic, and once its authenticity
is proved beyond doubt, it is as binding in force as any verse of
the Qur'an. It may be remarked in this connection that one of the
tests of authenticity of a tradition is that, it does not contradict a
law or rules laid down by the Qur'an.

'Ijma' is the third course of Islamic law. It is defined as
agreement of the Jurists among the followers of the Prophet
Mohammad in a particular age, on a question of law.77 Its authority
as a source of law is founded on certain sayings of the Prophet,
which are, as for example: "My companions are like stars; if you
follow them, you will tread the right path". "My followers will never
agree upon what is wrong"78 "It is incumbent upon you to follow
the most numerous body".79

The four Sunni Schools of law hold ijma to be a valid source
of law not only upon the authority of the above tradition but also
on the unanimity of the opinion to the effect among the companions
of the Prophet.80

After ijma or consensus of juristic opinion, comes the fourth
source of Islamic law viz., Qiyas, or analytical deduction. For our
present purpose, we need not go into further details about this
source.

The importance of this introduction with regard to the sources
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